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2J3KL Capelin Management Recommendation for 2026

April 9*", 2026

Attn: Erin Dunne, Resource Manager - Pelagic Fisheries, DFO NL; Shelley Dwyer,
Senior Resource Manager - Pelagic and Shellfish Fisheries, DFO NL

Dear 2+3 Capelin Advisory Committee Members,
Introduction

Oceans North is a charitable organization that fosters science- and community-based
conservation in the Arctic and Atlantic regions of Canada, as well as western Greenland.
Our goal in all fisheries processes is to support rebuilding and long-term sustainability of
fish populations, while maintaining their critical role within the broader marine ecosystem.

We are writing to provide our perspectives following our participation in the 2026 stock
assessment and advisory process for 2J3KL Capelin.

The 2025 acoustic biomass index (766 kt) indicates that the stock remains above the Limit
Reference Point (LRP) with a high probability (>95%), and biomass is higher than the recent
decade median. Environmental conditions, including a continued warm phase and
favourable zooplankton availability, suggest generally positive productivity conditions for
capelin. Additionally, earlier spawning timing and improved biological indicators point
toward a potentially stable or improving short-term outlook.

However, important considerations remain. Capelin biomass continues to be well below
historical (pre-collapse) levels, and the stock remains characterized by post-collapse
dynamics, including truncated age structure and sensitivity to environmental variability.
Forecasting limitations, particularly the inability to define an upper bound on biomass
projections, reinforce uncertainty in the stock outlook. As a key forage species, capelin
plays a central role in supporting predators such as Northern cod and the broader
ecosystem.

Oceans North Management Recommendation
Given the combination of a positive but uncertain stock outlook, we recommend a rollover

of recent catch levels for the 2026 fishery, rather than an increase in Total Allowable
Catch.
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A catch-based rollover reflects the reality that recent landings have been below the TAC,
and provides a precautionary approach that:

e Maintains stability for harvesters and communities without incentivizing increased
removals;

e Avoids increasing realized fishing pressure in the absence of clearly defined upper
stock reference points;

e Accounts for uncertainty in forecast performance and stock structure;

e Supports the continued rebuilding trajectory of the stock from historically low levels.

While current indicators are encouraging, they do not yet justify an increase in removals.
Maintaining catch at recent levels allows for a cautious path forward while additional data
and improved model performance reduce uncertainty in future assessments.

Ecosystem Considerations

Capelin remains a key forage species within the ecosystem, transferring energy from
zooplankton to higher trophic level predators. Maintaining sufficient capelin biomass is
therefore critical not only for the stock itself, but also for dependent species, including
Northern cod.

A precautionary, stability-focused approach to realized catch is consistent with ecosystem-
based fisheries management and broader rebuilding objectives.

Conclusion

In summary, Oceans North recommends maintaining recent catch levels for 2026 to offer
continued and stable fishing opportunities for harvesters. This approach also reflects the
dynamics of the stock and important role of capelin for other fisheries and the ecosystem.
We appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process and look forward to continued
engagement.

Thank you for considering our recommendations.
Sincerely,
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Gemma Rayner
Fisheries and Special Projects Advisor
Oceans North




